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Building bonds: Justice through 
harmonising communities

tIntroduction of Community Service

�The introduction of community service for minor offences 
marks a groundbreaking approach in India’s legal system. 
This involves the completion of unpaid work within a given 
timeframe as a form of reparative sanction, which correlates 
the nature of the service to the offence committed. It fosters a 
sense of responsibility in the offender and lightens the load on 
the prison system, in line with the concepts of resocialisation 
and restorative justice.

�Community service can benefit various groups in need, 
including children, the elderly, people with disabilities, and 
language learners. Additionally, it can be used to provide help 
to animals in shelters or can contribute to the improvement 
of public places such as local parks, historic sites, scenic 
areas, and more.
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kÀf¸fbQf¹fûÔ IYe ÀfZUf IYSX³ff: Àff¸fbQfd¹fIY ÀfòfU IZY ̧ ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ ³¹ff¹f!l

¶ �Àff¸fbQfd¹fIY ÀfZUf IYf ´fdSX¨f¹f

·ffSX°fe¹f IYf³fc³f IZY Bd°fWXfÀf ¸fZÔ LûMXZ A´fSXf²fûÔ IZY d»fE Àff¸fbQfd¹fIY ÀfZUf IYe VfbøYAf°f EIY 

IiYfÔd°fIYfSXe IYQ¸f WX`Ü Àff¸fbQfd¹fIY ÀfZUf ¸fZÔ EIY d³fdQÊá AUd²f IZY ·fe°fSX AU`°fd³fIY IYf¹fÊ IYf d³f¿´ffQ³f 

Vffd¸f»f WXû°ff WX`, þû EIY Ãfd°f´fcd°fÊ ¸fÔþcSXe IZY øY´f ¸fZÔ WXû°ff WX`Ü ¹fWX ÀfZUf IYe ´fiIÈYd°f IYû ÀUeIÈY°f dIYE 

þf³fZ Uf»fZ A´fSXf²f ÀfZ þûOÞX°ff WX`Ü ¹fWX A´fSXf²fe IYû CX³fIZY IYf¹fûÊÔ IZY d»fE dþ¸¸fZQfSXe ´fiQf³f IYSX°ff WX` AüSX 

IYfSXfUfÀf IYe ½¹fUÀ±ff ´fSX ¶fûÓf IYû IY¸f IYSX°ff WX`, þû ´fb³fÀfÊ¸ffþeIYSX¯f AüSX ´fb³fÀ±ffÊ´f³ff°¸fIY ³¹ff¹f 

IZY QVfÊ³f IZY A³fbøY´f WX`Ü

Àff¸fbQfd¹fIY ÀfZUf þøYSX°f¸fÔQ »fû¦fûÔ IZY dIYÀfe ·fe Àf¸fcWX IYe ¸fQQ IYSX ÀfIY°fe WX`Ü ¸fÀf»f³f, ¶f¨¨fZ, 

UdSXâ ³ff¦fdSXIY, dUIY»ffÔ¦f »fû¦f, ·ff¿ff ÀfeJ³fZ Uf»fZ AfdQÜ ¹fWX Afßf¹f À±f»fûÔ ´fSX þf³fUSXûÔ IYe ·fe ¸fQQ 

IYSX ÀfIY°fe WX`Ü BÀfIYf CX´f¹fû¦f À±ff³fe¹f ´ffIYÊ, EZd°fWXfdÀfIY B¸ffSX°fZÔ, QVfÊ³fe¹f ÃfZÂf AfdQ À±ff³fûÔ IYû 

¶fZWX°fSX ¶f³ff³fZ IZY d»fE dIY¹ff þf ÀfIY°ff WX`Ü 
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�Community service for offences under the Bharatiya Nyaya 
Sanhita (BNS) 2023

t�Involvement of public servants in illegal trade (Section 
202). 
t�Non-appearance in response to a proclamation (Section 

209).  
t�Attempt to commit suicide to influence legal authority 

(Section 226).
t�First conviction of petty theft involving property valued 

below ₹5,000. (Section 303 (2).
tPublic misconduct by a drunken person (Section 355).
tDefamation [Section 356(2)]. 
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·ffSX°fe¹f ³¹ff¹f ÀfÔdWX°ff IZY A³fbÀffSX A´fSXf²f Àff¸fbQfd¹fIY ÀfZUf IZY d»fE ´ffÂf:

1. AU`²f ½¹ff´ffSX ¸fZÔ »fûIY ÀfZUIYûÔ IYe ÀfÔd»f~°ff-²ffSXf 202.

2. �·ffSX°fe¹f ³ff¦fdSXIY ÀfbSXÃff ÀfÔdWX°ff, 2023- ²ffSXf 209 IYe ²ffSXf 84 IZY °fWX°f EIY CXîû¿f¯ff 

IZY þUf¶f ¸fZÔ ¦f`SX-CX´fdÀ±fd°fÜ

3. �U`²f VfdöY IZY ´fi¹fû¦f IYû ¸fþ¶fcSX IYSX³fZ ¹ff SXûIY³fZ IZY d»fE Af°¸fWX°¹ff IYSX³fZ IYf ´fi¹ffÀf- ²ffSXf 

226Ü

4. 5000 ÷Y´f¹fZ ÀfZ IY¸f IZY A´fSXf²f IZY d»fE ÀfÔ´fdØf IYe ¨fûSXe IYe ´fWX»fe Àfþf - ²ffSXf 303(2).

5. VfSXf¶fe ½¹fdöY õfSXf ÀffUÊþd³fIY À±ff³f ´fSX QbSXf¨ffSX - ²ffSXf 355.

6. ¸ff³fWXfd³f- ²ffSXf 356(2) AfdQ
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³fE Af´fSXfd²fIY 

IYf³fc³f
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MYTH
The new criminal laws threaten individual freedom, aim to 
establish a police state.

TRUTH
u ��Safeguards against misuse: The new laws incorporate safeguards to prevent 

misuse of power, emphasising accountability and transparency in law 
enforcement actions, instilling confidence in the justice system.

u �Transparency and accountability: The provision for audio-video recording 
of search and seizure operations ensures transparency, fostering police 
accountability and safeguarding individual rights.

u �Accessibility and convenience: The e-FIR provision enhances accessibility, 
allows individuals to lodge complaints from anywhere, reduces barriers and 
ensures timely legal remedies.

u �Efficient judicial process: Permitting trials in absentia streamlines legal 
proceedings, addressing delays caused by absconding accused individuals and 
ensuring a more efficient justice delivery system.
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d¸f±fIY

³fE Af´fSXfd²fIY IYf³fc³f d³fþe ÀU°fÔÂf°ff IZY d»fE J°fSXf WX`Ô AüSX EIY ´fbd»fÀf SXfª¹f À±ffd´f°f 

IYSX°fZ WX`ÔÜ

Àf¨f

¶ �Qb÷Y´f¹fû¦f IZY dU÷Yð ÀfbSXÃff ¹fcdöY: ³fE IYf³fc³fûÔ ¸fZÔ ÀfØff IZY Qb÷Y´f¹fû¦f IYû SXûIY³fZ IZY d»fE ÀfbSXÃff CX´ff¹fûÔ 

IYû Vffd¸f»f dIY¹ff ¦f¹ff WX`, IYf³fc³f ́ fiU°fÊ³f IYf¹fûÊÔ ̧ fZÔ þUf¶fQZWXe AüSX ́ ffSXQdVfÊ°ff ́ fSX þûSX dQ¹ff ¦f¹ff WX`, dþÀfÀfZ 

³¹ff¹f ´fi¯ff»fe ¸fZÔ dUV½ffÀf ´f`Qf WXbAf WX`Ü

¶ �́ffSXQdVfÊ°ff AüSX þUf¶fQZWXe (¶feE³fEÀf ²ffSXf 105): °f»ffVfe AüSX þ¶°fe Ad·f¹ff³fûÔ IYe AfgdOX¹fû-UedOX¹fû 

dSXIYfgdOXÔÊ¦f IYf ´fifU²ff³f ´ffSXQdVfÊ°ff Àfbd³fd›°f IYSX°ff WX`, ´fbd»fÀf IYe þUf¶fQZWXe IYû ¶fPÞXfUf QZ°ff WX` AüSX 

½¹fdöY¦f°f Ad²fIYfSXûÔ IYe ÀfbSXÃff IYSX°ff WX`Ü

¶ �VfdöY IYf Qb÷Y´f¹fû¦f SXûIY³ff: ´fWXbÔ¨f AüSX ÀfbdU²ff (¶feE³fEÀf BÊ-ERYAfBÊAfSX ´fifU²ff³f): BÊ-ERYAfBÊAfSX 

´fifU²ff³f ´fWXbÔ¨f IYû ¶fPÞXf°ff WX`, dþÀfÀfZ ½¹fdöY¹fûÔ IYû IYWXeÔ ÀfZ ·fe dVfIYf¹f°f QþÊ IYSX³fZ, ¶ff²ffAûÔ IYû IY¸f IYSX³fZ 

AüSX Àf¸f¹f ´fSX IYf³fc³fe CX´f¨ffSX Àfbd³fd›°f IYSX³fZ IYe A³fb¸fd°f d¸f»f°fe WX`Ü

¶ �IbYVf»f ³¹ffd¹fIY ´fidIiY¹ff (A³fb´fdÀ±fd°f ¸fZÔ ¶feE³fEÀfEÀf ´fSXeÃf¯f): A³fb´fdÀ±fd°f ¸fZÔ ¸fbIYQ¸fZ IYe 

A³fb¸fd°f IYf³fc³fe IYf¹fÊUfWXe IYû Àfb½¹fUdÀ±f°f IYSX°fe WX`, RYSXfSX AfSXû´fe ½¹fdöY¹fûÔ IZY IYfSX¯f WXû³fZ Uf»fe QZSXe 
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u �Jurisdictional flexibility: Provision of Zero FIR eliminates jurisdictional 
constraints, enabling individuals to file complaints at any police station, 
thereby expediting the legal process and improving citizen-friendliness.

u �Oversight mechanisms and accountability: Strict oversight mechanisms, 
including mandatory recording of arrests and evidence provision, act as 
preventive measures against potential police excesses, ensuring adherence to 
legal procedures.

u �Protection of fundamental rights: The laws prioritise the protection of 
fundamental rights, including the right to free speech and peaceful assembly, 
allaying concerns of arbitrary suppression of dissent.
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IYû ÀfÔ¶fûd²f°f IYSX°fe WX` AüSX EIY Ad²fIY IbYVf»f ³¹ff¹f dU°fSX¯f ´fi¯ff»fe Àfbd³fd›°f IYSX°fe WX`Ü

¶ �ÃfZÂffd²fIYfSX »f¨fe»ff´f³f (¶feEÀfE Vfc³¹f ERYAfBÊAfSX): Vfc³¹f ERYAfBÊAfSX ÀfÔdWX°ffIYSX¯f ÃfZÂffd²fIYfSX 

ÀfÔ¶fÔ²fe ¶ff²ffAûÔ IYû Àf¸ff~ IYSX°ff WX`, dþÀfÀfZ ½¹fdöY dIYÀfe ·fe ´fbd»fÀf ÀMXZVf³f ¸fZÔ dVfIYf¹f°f QþÊ IYSX ÀfIY°ff 

WX`, dþÀfÀfZ IYf³fc³fe ´fidIiY¹ff ¸fZÔ °fZþe Af°fe WX` AüSX ³ff¦fdSXIY-d¸fÂf°ff ¸fZÔ Àfb²ffSX WXû°ff WX`Ü

¶ �d³fSXeÃf¯f °fÔÂf AüSX þUf¶fQZWXe (¶feE³fEÀf d¦fSXµ°ffSXe dSXIYfgdOXÔÊ¦f): Àf£°f d³fSXeÃf¯f °fÔÂf, dþÀf¸fZÔ 

d¦fSXµ°ffSXe IYe Ad³fUf¹fÊ dSXIYfgdOXÔÊ¦f AüSX ÀffÃ¹f ´fifU²ff³f Vffd¸f»f WX`Ô, ÀfÔ·ffdU°f ´fbd»fÀf ª¹ffQd°f¹fûÔ IZY dJ»ffRY 

d³fUfSXIY CX´ff¹fûÔ IZY øY´f ¸fZÔ IYf¹fÊ IYSX°fZ WX`Ô, IYf³fc³fe ´fidIiY¹ffAûÔ IYf ´ff»f³f Àfbd³fd›°f IYSX°fZ WX`ÔÜ

¶ �̧ füd»fIY Ad²fIYfSXûÔ IYe ÀfbSXÃff (¶feE³fEÀf ÀfbSXÃff Ad²fIYfSX): IYf³fc³f ̧ füd»fIY Ad²fIYfSXûÔ IYe ÀfbSXÃff IYû 

´fif±fd¸fIY°ff QZ°fZ WX`Ô, dþÀf¸fZÔ ÀU°fÔÂf ·ff¿f¯f AüSX VffÔd°f´fc¯fÊ Àf·ff IYf Ad²fIYfSX ·fe Vffd¸f»f WX`, þû AÀfWX¸fd°f 

IZY ¸f³f¸ff³fZ Q¸f³f IYe d¨fÔ°ffAûÔ IYû QcSX IYSX°ff WX`Ü
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MYTH
The new criminal laws are mere repackaging of existing 
draconian provisions.

TRUTH
	 The new laws enshrine the concept of justice embedded in our 
civilization to improve the criminal justice system of the country. While 
the old laws were British legacies which were introduced by the colonial 
masters to enforce and strength their rule in India. The new laws are citizen 
centric, victim centric, sensitive to offences against women and child, 
new punishment like community service, categorising new offences like 
‘deshdroh’, terrorist act, mob lynching, organised crime, petty organised 
crime, snatching, etc. Enhanced punishments in 33 offences, simplified 
laws by reducing 511 sections to 358 sections. 

u �Repeal of sedition: The colonial legacy related to sedition sections in IPC has 
been removed in the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita 2023. The repeal of erstwhile 
Section 124A (sedition) is a positive step, addressing concerns of misuse 
against dissenters and critics of the Government.
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d¸f±fIY

³fE Af´fSXfd²fIY IYf³fc³f, ¸füþcQf Àf£°f ´fifU²ff³fûÔ IYe ¸fWXþ EIY ´fb³f´f`IYÊZdþÔ¦f WX`ÔÜ

Àf¨f

³fE IYf³fc³f QZVf IYe Af´fSXfd²fIY ³¹ff¹f ´fi¯ff»fe ¸fZÔ Àfb²ffSX IYSX°fZ WX`Ô, þû WX¸ffSXe Àf·¹f°ff ¸fZÔ AÔ°fd³fÊdWX°f 

³¹ff¹f IYe AU²ffSX¯ff IYû À±ffd´f°f IYSX°fZ WX`ÔÜ ´fbSXf³fZ IYf³fc³f d¶fidMXVf dUSXfÀf°f ±fZ dþ³WXZÔ Aü´fd³fUZdVfIY 

VffÀfIYûÔ õfSXf ·ffSX°f ¸fZÔ ´fiVffÀf³f IYû »ff¦fc IYSX³fZ AüSX ¸fþ¶fc°f IYSX³fZ IZY d»fE »ff¦fc dIY¹ff ¦f¹ff ±ffÜ 

¹fWX ³ff¦fdSXIY IZYÔdQi°f WX`, ´fedOÞX°f IZYÔdQi°f WX`, ¸fdWX»ffAûÔ AüSX ¶f¨¨fûÔ IZY dJ»ffRY A´fSXf²fûÔ IZY ´fid°f 

ÀfÔUZQ³fVfe»f WX`, ÀfüQZ¶ffþe IYe Q»fe»f, Àff¸fbQfd¹fIY ÀfZUf þ`Àfe ³fBÊ Àfþf, QZVfQiûWX, Af°fÔIYUfQe IÈY°¹f, 

¸ffg¶f d»fÔd¨fÔ¦f, ÀfÔ¦fdNX°f A´fSXf²f, LûMXZ ÀfÔ¦fdNX°f A´fSXf²f, À³f`d¨fÔ¦f AfdQ þ`ÀfZ A´fSXf²f WX`ÔÜ 33 A´fSXf²f, 

511 ²ffSXfAûÔ IYû §fMXfIYSX 358 ²ffSXfEÔ IYSX ÀfSX»f IYf³fc³fÜ

¶ �SXfþQiûWX IYû d³fSXÀ°f IYSX³ff: AfBÊ´feÀfe ¸fZÔ SXfþQiûWX IYe ²ffSXfAûÔ ÀfZ ÀfÔ¶fÔd²f°f Aü´fd³fUZdVfIY dUSXfÀf°f IYû 

¶feE³fEÀf 2023 ¸fZÔ WXMXf dQ¹ff ¦f¹ff WX`Ü ´fcUÊU°feÊ ²ffSXf 124E (QZVfQiûWX) IYû d³fSXÀ°f IYSX³ff EIY ÀfIYfSXf°¸fIY 

IYQ¸f WX`, þû ÀfSXIYfSX IZY AÀfÔ°fbáûÔ AüSX Af»fû¨fIYûÔ IZY dJ»ffRY Qb÷Y´f¹fû¦f IYe d¨fÔ°ffAûÔ IYû ÀfÔ¶fûd²f°f IYSX°ff WX`Ü

¶ �d»fÔ¦f-°fMXÀ±f ´fifU²ff³f: E³fÀfeE»f IYf³fc³fe PXfÔ¨fZ ¸fZÔ Àf¸ffUZdVf°ff AüSX Àf¸ff³f°ff IYû ¶fPÞXfUf QZ°fZ WXbE d»fÔ¦f-

°fMXÀ±f ·ff¿ff IYû Vffd¸f»f IYSX°ff WX`Ü
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Gender-neutral provisions: The new laws incorporate gender-neutral language, 
promoting inclusivity and equality in the legal framework.

u ��Mental health terminology: Replacing ‘insanity’ with ‘mental illness’ in legal 
language demonstrates a more modern and sensitive approach to mental 
health.

u �Time-bound prosecution for civil servants: Providing time-bound approval 
for prosecuting civil servants ensures a more efficient legal process, fostering 
accountability and preventing undue delays in addressing allegations of 
misconduct.

u ��Community service for criminal defamation: Shifting from imprisonment to 
community service for criminal defamation aligns with modern approaches 
to justice, emphasising rehabilitation and societal contribution over punitive 
measures.
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¶ �̧ff³fdÀfIY ÀUfÀ±¹f Vf¶QfU»fe: IYf³fc³fe ·ff¿ff ̧ fZÔ k´ff¦f»f´f³fl IYû k¸ff³fdÀfIY ¶fe¸ffSXel ÀfZ ́ fid°fÀ±ffd´f°f IYSX³ff 

¸ff³fdÀfIY ÀUfÀ±¹f IZY ´fid°f Ad²fIY Af²fbd³fIY AüSX ÀfÔUZQ³fVfe»f údáIYû¯f IYû QVff°ffÊ WX`Ü

¶ �dÀfdU»f ÀfZUIYûÔ IZY d»fE Àf¸f¹f¶fð Ad·f¹fûþ³f: dÀfdU»f ÀfZUIYûÔ ´fSX ¸fbIYQ¸ff ¨f»ff³fZ IZY d»fE Àf¸f¹f¶fð 

¸fÔþcSXe ´fiQf³f IYSX³ff ´fidVf×Ãf°f IYf³fc³fe ´fidIiY¹ff Àfbd³fd›°f IYSX°ff WX`Ü ¹ff³fe ¹fWX þUf¶fQZWXe IYû ¶fPÞXfUf QZ°ff WX` 

AüSX IYQf¨ffSX IZY AfSXû´fûÔ IYû ÀfÔ¶fûd²f°f IYSX³fZ ¸fZÔ A³fbd¨f°f QZSXe IYû SXûIY°ff WX`Ü

¶ �Af´fSXfd²fIY ̧ ff³fWXfd³f IZY d»fE Àff¸fbQfd¹fIY ÀfZUf: Af´fSXfd²fIY ̧ ff³fWXfd³f IZY d»fE IYfSXfUfÀf ÀfZ Àff¸fbQfd¹fIY 

ÀfZUf ¸fZÔ À±ff³ffÔ°fSX¯f ³¹ff¹f IZY Af²fbd³fIY údáIYû¯f IZY A³fbøY´f WX`, dþÀf¸fZÔ QÔOXf°¸fIY CX´ff¹fûÔ ´fSX ´fb³fUfÊÀf AüSX 

Àff¸ffdþIY ¹fû¦fQf³f ´fSX þûSX dQ¹ff ¦f¹ff WX`Ü
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MYTH
The extension of custody from 15 to 90 days in the new 
criminal laws is a shocking provision enabling police torture.

TRUTH
Section 187 of the Bharatiya Nagrik Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS) lays 

down the procedure when investigation is not completed within 24 hours. 

Whenever a person is arrested and held in custody and if the 
investigation cannot be completed within 24-hours, the officer in charge 
of the police station or the investigating police officer must immediately 
send a copy of the diary entries for the case to the nearest magistrate and 
also present the accused before that magistrate. 

The magistrate authorises, from time to time, the detention of the 
accused in such custody for a term not exceeding 15 days in whole, or in 
parts, at any time during the initial 40 days or 60 days out of detention 
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d¸f±fIY

³fE Af´fSXfd²fIY IYf³fc³fûÔ ¸fZÔ dWXSXfÀf°f IYe AUd²f 15 ÀfZ ¶fPÞXfIYSX 90 dQ³f IYSX³ff ´fbd»fÀf IYû 

¹ff°f³ff QZ³fZ Uf»ff EIY ¨füÔIYf³fZ Uf»ff ´fifU²ff³f WX`Ü

Àf¨f

·ffSX°fe¹f ³¹ff¹f ÀfÔdWX°ff IYe ²ffSXf 187 ³fZ 24 §fÔMXZ IZY ·fe°fSX þfÔ¨f ´fcSXe ³fWXeÔ WXû³fZ ´fSX ´fidIiY¹ff 

d³f²ffÊdSX°f IYe WX`Ü

þ¶f ·fe dIYÀfe ½¹fdöY IYû d¦fSXµ°ffSX dIY¹ff þf°ff WX` AüSX dWXSXfÀf°f ¸fZÔ SXJf þf°ff WX`Ü BÀfIZY 

¶ffUþcQ EZÀff ´fi°fe°f WXû°ff WX` dIY þfÔ¨f ¨fü¶feÀf §fÔMXZ IYe AUd²f IZY ·fe°fSX ´fcSXe ³fWXeÔ IYe þf ÀfIY°fe WX`, 

°f¶f ´fbd»fÀf ÀMXZVf³f IYf ´fi·ffSXe Ad²fIYfSXe ¹ff þfÔ¨f IYSX³fZ Uf»ff ´fbd»fÀf Ad²fIYfSXe °fbSXÔ°f ¸fdþÀMÑZMX 

¸ff¸f»fZ ÀfZ ÀfÔ¶fÔd²f°f OXf¹fSXe ¸fZÔ ´fidUdá¹fûÔ IYe EIY ´fid°f, AüSX AfSXû´fe IYû EZÀfZ ¸fdþÀMÑZMX IZY ´ffÀf ·fZþ 

QZ¦ffÜ

¸fdþÀMÑZMX IYû ¹fWX Ad²fIYfSX dQ¹ff ¦f¹ff WX` dIY UWX Àf¸f¹f-Àf¸f¹f ´fSX BÀfIYe Àf¸feÃff IYSX ÀfIY°ff 

WX`Ü ´fifSXÔd·fIY ¨ff»feÀf dQ³fûÔ IZY QüSXf³f ¹ff ÀffNX dQ³fûÔ IYe dWXSXfÀf°f AUd²f ¸fZÔ ÀfZ ÀffNX dQ³fûÔ IZY QüSXf³f 

dIYÀfe ·fe Àf¸f¹f, ´fcSXZ ¹ff AfÔdVfIY øY´f ÀfZ ´fÔQiWX dQ³fûÔ ÀfZ Ad²fIY IYe AUd²f IZY d»fE EZÀfe dWXSXfÀf°f ¸fZÔ 

Ad·f¹fböY IYe dWXSXfÀf°f IYû Ad²fIÈY°f IYSX ÀfIY°ff WX`Ü ¹fWX Àf¸f¹f Àfe¸ff ³f¶¶fZ dQ³f IYe ·fe WXû ÀfIY°fe WX`Ü
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period of 60 days or 90 days. 

The magistrate may authorise the detention of the accused person, 
beyond the period of 15 days, if he/she is satisfied that adequate grounds 
exist for doing so, but no magistrate shall authorise the detention of 
the accused person in custody under this sub-section for a total period 
exceeding 90 days, where the investigation relates to an offence punishable 
with death, imprisonment for life or imprisonment for a term of 10 years 
or more; and 60 days, where the investigation relates to any other offence.

No magistrate shall authorise detention of the accused in custody of 
the police under this section unless the accused is produced before him 
in person for the first time and subsequently every time till the accused 
remains in the custody of the police, but the magistrate may extend 
further detention in judicial custody on production of the accused either 
in person or through the audio-video electronic means.



MINISTRY OF
HOME AFFAIRS

14

¹fdQ ¸fdþÀMÑZMX ÀfÔ°fbá WX`, °fû UWX ´fÔQiWX dQ³fûÔ IYe AUd²f ÀfZ ´fSXZ AfSXû´fe ½¹fdöY IYe dWXSXfÀf°f IYû 

Ad²fIÈY°f IYSX ÀfIY°ff WX`, »fZdIY³f IYûBÊ ·fe ̧ fdþÀMÑZMX BÀf CX´f²ffSXf IZY °fWX°f AfSXû´fe ½¹fdöY IYû dWXSXfÀf°f 

¸fZÔ SXJ³fZ IZY d»fE Ad²fIÈY°f ³fWXeÔ IYSXZ¦ffÜ IbY»f AUd²f ³f¶¶fZ dQ³f ÀfZ Ad²fIY, þWXfÔ þfÔ¨f ¸fü°f, AfþeU³f 

IYfSXfUfÀf ¹ff QÀf Àff»f ¹ff CXÀfÀfZ Ad²fIY IYe AUd²f IZY IYfSXfUfÀf ÀfZ QÔOX³fe¹f A´fSXf²f ÀfZ ÀfÔ¶fÔd²f°f WX` 

AüSX ÀffNX dQ³f, þWXfÔ þfÔ¨f dIYÀfe A³¹f A´fSXf²f ÀfZ ÀfÔ¶fÔd²f°f WXûÜ

IYûBÊ ·fe ¸fdþÀMÑZMX BÀf ²ffSXf IZY °fWX°f AfSXû´fe IYû ´fbd»fÀf IYe dWXSXfÀf°f ¸fZÔ SXJ³fZ IYe A³fb¸fd°f 

³fWXeÔ QZ¦ff, þ¶f °fIY dIY AfSXû´fe IYû CXÀfIZY Àff¸f³fZ ´fWX»fe ¶ffSX ½¹fdöY¦f°f øY´f ÀfZ ´fZVf ³fWXeÔ dIY¹ff þf°ff 

WX` AüSX CXÀfIZY ¶ffQ WXSX ¶ffSX þ¶f °fIY AfSXû´fe ´fbd»fÀf IYe dWXSXfÀf°f ¸fZÔ SXWX°ff WX`, »fZdIY³f ¸fdþÀMÑZMX BÀfZ 

Af¦fZ ·fe ¶fPÞXf ÀfIY°ff WX`Ü Ad·f¹fböY IYû ½¹fdöY¦f°f øY´f ÀfZ ¹ff AfgdOX¹fû-UedOX¹fû B»fZ¢MÑfgd³fIY ¸ff²¹f¸f 

ÀfZ ´fZVf IYSX³fZ ´fSX ³¹ffd¹fIY dWXSXfÀf°f ¸fZÔ SXJf þfE¦ffÜ
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MYTH
Sedition is gone, but appears as “Deshdroh” in Bharatiya 
Nyaya Sanhita 2023

TRUTH
The colonial legacy related to sedition sections in IPC has been 

removed in the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) 2023. The new laws 
enshrine the concept of justice embedded in our civilisation to improve the 
criminal justice system of the country. The old laws were British legacies 
which were introduced by the colonial masters to enforce and strength 
their colonial administration in India.

u �Clarity in definitions (BNS Section 152): BNS brings clarity by explicitly 
defining actions endangering the “sovereignty, unity, and integrity of 
India.” This replaces colonial-era language with terminologies more 
aligned with the democratic interests of Swatantra Bharat.
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d¸f±fIY

SXfþQiûWX ¨f»ff ¦f¹ff, »fZdIY³f ¹fWX ·ffSX°fe¹f ³¹ff¹f ÀfÔdWX°ff 2023 ¸fZÔ “QZVfQiûWX“ IZY øY´f ¸fZÔ 

dQJfBÊ dQ¹ffÜ

Àf¨f

·ffSX°fe¹f QÔOX ÀfÔdWX°ff ¸fZÔ SXfþQiûWX IYe ²ffSXfAûÔ ÀfZ ÀfÔ¶fÔd²f°f Aü´fd³fUZdVfIY dUSXfÀf°f IYû ·ffSX°fe¹f 

³¹ff¹f ÀfÔdWX°ff 2023 ̧ fZÔ WXMXf dQ¹ff ¦f¹ff WX`Ü ³fE IYf³fc³f QZVf IYe Af´fSXfd²fIY ³¹ff¹f ́ fi¯ff»fe ̧ fZÔ Àfb²ffSX IZY 

d»fE WX¸ffSXe Àf·¹f°ff ¸fZÔ AÔ°fd³fÊdWX°f ³¹ff¹f IYe AU²ffSX¯ff IYû À±ffd´f°f IYSX°fZ WX`ÔÜ ´fbSXf³fZ IYf³fc³f d¶fidMXVf 

dUSXfÀf°f ±fZÜ B³WXZÔ  Aü´fd³fUZdVfIY VffÀfIYûÔ õfSXf ·ffSX°f ¸fZÔ ´fiVffÀf³f IYû »ff¦fc IYSX³fZ AüSX ¸fþ¶fc°f IYSX³fZ 

IZY d»fE »ff¦fc dIY¹ff ¦f¹ff ±ffÜ

	 ¶ �́fdSX·ff¿ffAûÔ ¸fZÔ À´fá°ff (·ffSX°fe¹f ³¹ff¹f ÀfÔdWX°ff ²ffSXf 152): ·ffSX°fe¹f ³¹ff¹f ÀfÔdWX°ff k·ffSX°f IYe 

ÀfÔ´fi·fb°ff, EIY°ff AüSX AJÔOX°ffl IYû J°fSXZ ¸fZÔ OXf»f³fZ Uf»fZ IYf¹fûÊÔ IYû À´fá øY´f ÀfZ ´fdSX·ffd¿f°f IYSXIZY 

À´fá°ff »ff°ff WX`Ü ¹fWX Aü´fd³fUZdVfIY ¹fb¦f IYe ·ff¿ff IYû ÀU°fÔÂf ·ffSX°f IZY »fûIY°ffÔdÂfIY dWX°fûÔ IZY Àff±f 

Ad²fIY ÀfÔSXZdJ°f Vf¶QûÔ ÀfZ ´fid°fÀ±ffd´f°f IYSX°ff WX`Ü

	 ¶ �½¹ff´fIY ÀfbSXÃff IZY Qf¹fSXZ IYf dUÀ°ffSX (·ffSX°fe¹f ³¹ff¹f ÀfÔdWX°ff ²ffSXf 152): ·ffSX°fe¹f QÔOX 

ÀfÔdWX°ff IYe ²ffSXf 124E IZY dU´fSXe°f, ·ffSX°fe¹f ³¹ff¹f ÀfÔdWX°ff ²ffSXf 152 ÀfSXIYfSX IZY ´fid°f ³fRYSX°f ´f`Qf 

IYSX³fZ Uf»fe Ad·f½¹fdöY¹fûÔ IYû A´fSXf²feIYSX¯f IYSX³fZ ÀfZ ´fSXZ WX`Ü BÀf¸fZÔ ÀfVfÀÂf dUQiûWX, dU³ffVfIYfSXe 
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u �Expanding scope for comprehensive protection (BNS Section 152): 
Unlike IPC Section 124A, BNS Section 152 goes beyond criminalising 
expressions causing hatred toward the Government. It includes terms 
like armed rebellion, destructive activities, and separatist activities, 
providing a comprehensive approach to protect the nation’s integrity.

u �Inclusion of vemocratic Values: BNS 2023 introduces the element 
of ‘intent’ in the definition of treason, allowing for a more nuanced 
understanding. This inclusion safeguards freedom of speech and 
expression by distinguishing between deliberate threats to the nation 
and genuine expressions of opinion.
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¦fd°fdUd²f¹ffÔ AüSX A»f¦ffUUfQe ¦fd°fdUd²f¹ffÔ þ`ÀfZ Vf¶Q Vffd¸f»f WX`Ô, þû QZVf IYe AJÔOX°ff IYe SXÃff IZY 

d»fE EIY ½¹ff´fIY údáIYû¯f ´fiQf³f IYSX°fZ WX`ÔÜ

	� ¶»fûIY°ffÔdÂfIY ¸fc»¹fûÔ IYf Àf¸ffUZVf : ·ffSX°fe¹f ³¹ff¹f ÀfÔdWX°ff 2023 QZVfQiûWX IYe ´fdSX·ff¿ff ¸fZÔ lBSXfQZl IZY 

°f°U IYf ´fdSX¨f¹f QZ°ff WX`Ü ¹ff³fe BÀfÀfZ Ad²fIY ÀfcÃ¸f Àf¸fÓf IYe A³fb¸fd°f d¸f»f°fe WX`Ü ¹fWX Àf¸ffUZVf SXf¿MÑX IZY 

d»fE þf³f¶fcÓfIYSX dIYE ¦fE J°fSXûÔ AüSX dU¨ffSXûÔ IYe UfÀ°fdUIY Ad·f½¹fdöY IZY ¶fe¨f AÔ°fSX IYSXIZY ·ff¿f¯f AüSX 

Ad·f½¹fdöY IYe ÀU°fÔÂf°ff IYe SXÃff IYSX°ff WX`Ü
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MYTH
Potential misuse of organised crime offences by involving 
innocents

TRUTH
u  �Dedicated framework: BNS 2023 introduces a dedicated Section 111 

to combat organised crime, reflecting a proactive approach to eliminate 
unlawful activities orchestrated by syndicates. This ensures a targeted and 
effective response to internal security threats.

u  �Comprehensive definition: Section 111 of BNS 2023 clearly defines 
organised crime, encompassing a broad spectrum of offences such as 
kidnapping, robbery, cybercrimes, etc. This comprehensive definition 
enables law enforcement to address diverse criminal activities under a 
unified framework.

u  �Punishment for offences: Stringent punishments, including the death 
penalty or life imprisonment, coupled with mandatory fines, serve as 
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d¸f±fIY

d³fQûÊ¿f »fû¦fûÔ IYû Vffd¸f»f IYSXIZY ÀfÔ¦fdNX°f A´fSXf²f IYf ÀfÔ·ffdU°f Qb÷Y´f¹fû¦f

Àf¨f

¶ �́fdSX´fc¯fÊ PXfÔ¨ff: ·ffSX°fe¹f ³¹ff¹f ÀfÔdWX°ff 2023 ÀfÔ¦fdNX°f A´fSXf²f ÀfZ d³f´fMX³fZ IZY d»fE ²ffSXf 111 ´fZVf 

IYSX°ff WX`, þû dÀfÔdOXIZYMX õfSXf ÀfÔ¨ffd»f°f ¦f`SXIYf³fc³fe ¦fd°fdUd²f¹fûÔ IYû J°¸f IYSX³fZ IZY d»fE EIY ÀfdIiY¹f 

údáIYû¯f IYû QVff°ffÊ WX`Ü ¹fWX AfÔ°fdSXIY ÀfbSXÃff J°fSXûÔ IZY ´fid°f »fdÃf°f AüSX ´fi·ffUe ´fid°fdIiY¹ff Àfbd³fd›°f 

IYSX°ff WX`Ü

¶ �½¹ff´fIY ´fdSX·ff¿ff : ·ffSX°fe¹f ³¹ff¹f ÀfÔdWX°ff 2023 IYe ²ffSXf 111 À´fá øY´f ÀfZ ÀfÔ¦fdNX°f A´fSXf²f IYû 

´fdSX·ffd¿f°f IYSX°fe WX`, dþÀf¸fZÔ A´fWXSX¯f, OXI`Y°fe, ÀffB¶fSX-A´fSXf²f AfdQ þ`ÀfZ A´fSXf²fûÔ IYf EIY ½¹ff´fIY 

U¯fÊIiY¸f Vffd¸f»f WX`Ü ¹fWX ½¹ff´fIY ´fdSX·ff¿ff IYf³fc³f ´fiU°fÊ³f IYû EIY EIYeIÈY°f PXfÔ¨fZ IZY °fWX°f dUdU²f 

Af´fSXfd²fIY ¦fd°fdUd²f¹fûÔ IYû ÀfÔ¶fûd²f°f IYSX³fZ ¸fZÔ ÀfÃf¸f ¶f³ff°fe WX`Ü

¶ �A´fSXf²fûÔ IZY d»fE Àfþf: ̧ fü°f IYe Àfþf ¹ff AfþeU³f IYfSXfUfÀf ÀfdWX°f IYNXûSX ÀfþfEÔ, Ad³fUf¹fÊ þb¸ff³fÊZ 

IZY Àff±f d¸f»fIYSX, d³fUfSXIY IZY øY´f ¸fZÔ IYf¸f IYSX°fe WX`ÔÜ ¹fZ QÔOX A´fSXf²f IYe ¦fÔ·feSX°ff IZY A³fb´ff°f ¸fZÔ WX`Ô, 

þû ÀfÔ¦fdNX°f Af´fSXfd²fIY ¦fd°fdUd²f¹fûÔ ¸fZÔ Vffd¸f»f WXû³fZ IYe ¦fÔ·feSX°ff ´fSX þûSX QZ°fZ WX`ÔÜ
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deterrents. These penalties are proportionate to the severity of the offense, 
emphasising the gravity of engaging in organised criminal activities.

u  �Forfeiture of properties of offenders: Bharatiya Nagrik Suraksha Sanhita 
(BNSS) 2023 provides for the forfeiture of properties of proclaimed 
offenders and also provision for trial in absentia. The process of forfeiture 
provision against proclaimed offenders in Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023 
is structured to prevent harassment of innocent individuals by adhering to 
fair trial principles and judicial oversight.

Thus, judicial scrutiny and protection of innocent parties’ rights are paramount, 
emphasising due process and transparency throughout.
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¶ �·ffSX°fe¹f ³¹ff¹f ÀfÔdWX°ff 2023 §fûd¿f°f A´fSXfd²f¹fûÔ IYe ÀfÔ´fdØf¹fûÔ IYû þ¶°f IYSX³fZ AüSX A³fb´fdÀ±fd°f ¸fZÔ 

¸fbIYQ¸ff ¨f»ff³fZ IYf ·fe ´fifU²ff³f IYSX°ff WX`Ü ·ffSX°fe¹f ³¹ff¹f ÀfÔdWX°ff, 2023 ¸fZÔ §fûd¿f°f A´fSXfd²f¹fûÔ IZY 

dJ»ffRY þ¶°fe IYf ´fifU²ff³f d³f¿´fÃf Àfb³fUfBÊ dÀfðfÔ°fûÔ AüSX ³¹ffd¹fIY d³fSXeÃf¯f IYf ´ff»f³f IYSXIZY d³fQûÊ¿f 

½¹fdöY¹fûÔ IZY CX°´feOÞX³f IYû SXûIY³fZ IZY d»fE ¶f³ff¹ff ¦f¹ff WX`Ü

BÀf ´fiIYfSX ³¹ffd¹fIY þfÔ¨f AüSX d³fQûÊ¿f ´fÃfûÔ IZY Ad²fIYfSXûÔ IYe ÀfbSXÃff ÀfUûÊ´fdSX WX`, dþÀf¸fZÔ ´fidIiY¹ff AüSX 

´ffSXQdVfÊ°ff ´fSX þûSX dQ¹ff ¦f¹ff WX`Ü
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MYTH
Harsh punishment in hit-and-run cases under Bharatiya 
Nyaya Sanhita 2023

TRUTH
To enhance road safety and justice for victims, BNS 2023 introduces 

intensified penalties to curb the rising incidents of hit-and-run accidents 
U/S 106(1), 106(2) of BNS 2023.

The Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India, has taken note 
of the concerns raised by truckers regarding the provision of 10 years 
imprisonment and fines under Section 106 (2) of the BNS 2023. 

Following detailed discussions with representatives of the All India 
Motor Transport Congress, it has been clarified that these new laws and 
provisions have not been implemented yet. The decision to invoke Section 
106 (2) will only be taken after consultation with the All India Motor 
Transport Congress.
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d¸f±fIY

·ffSX°fe¹f ³¹ff¹f ÀfÔdWX°ff 2023 IZY °fWX°f dWXMX-EÔOX-SX³f ¸ff¸f»fûÔ ¸fZÔ IYNXûSX Àfþf

Àf¨f

´fedOÞX°fûÔ IZY d»fE ÀfOÞXIY ÀfbSXÃff AüSX ³¹ff¹f ¶fPÞXf³fZ IZY d»fE ·ffSX°fe¹f ³¹ff¹f ÀfÔdWX°ff 2023 IZY 

°fWX°f dWXMX-EÔOX-SX³f Qb§fÊMX³ffAûÔ IYe ¶fPÞX°fe §fMX³ffAûÔ IYû SXûIY³fZ IZY d»fE °feUi QÔOX ´fZVf IYSX°ff WX`Ü

·ffSX°f ÀfSXIYfSX IZY ¦fÈWX ¸fÔÂff»f¹f ³fZ ·ffSX°fe¹f ³¹ff¹f ÀfÔdWX°ff 2023 IYe ²ffSXf 106 (2) IZY °fWX°f 

10 Àff»f IYe I`YQ AüSX þb¸ff³fÊZ IZY ´fifU²ff³f IZY ÀfÔ¶fÔ²f ¸fZÔ MÑIY OÑfBUSXûÔ õfSXf CXNXfBÊ ¦fBÊ d¨fÔ°ffAûÔ ´fSX 

²¹ff³f dQ¹ff WX`Ü

Afg»f BÔdOX¹ff ¸fûMXSX MÑfÔÀf´fûMXÊ IYfÔ¦fiZÀf IZY ´fid°fd³fd²f¹fûÔ IZY Àff±f dUÀ°fÈ°f ¨f¨ffÊ IZY ¶ffQ ¹fWX À´fá 

dIY¹ff ¦f¹ff WX` dIY ¹fZ ³fE IYf³fc³f AüSX ´fifU²ff³f A·fe »ff¦fc ³fWXeÔ dIYE ¦fE WX`ÔÜ ²ffSXf 106 (2) IYû »ff¦fc 

IYSX³fZ IYf d³f¯fÊ¹f Afg»f BÔdOX¹ff ¸fûMXSX MÑfÔÀf´fûMXÊ IYfÔ¦fiZÀf IZY ´fSXf¸fVfÊ IZY ¶ffQ WXe d»f¹ff þfE¦ffÜ
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k³¹ff¹f IYe ²ffSXf ¸fZÔ, ¹fbUf IYe CX¸¸feQ,  

³fE Af´fSXfd²fIY ³¹ff¹f IYf IYf³fc³f, WXSX IYQ¸f ´fSX WX` ÀfWXfSXfl

k³¹ff¹f IYe ²ffSXf ¸fZÔ, ¦fSXe¶f IZY Àff±fe  

³fE Af´fSXfd²fIY ³¹ff¹f IYf IYf³fc³f, ³fE ÀfUZSXZ IYe d¸fÀff»fl

k¦fSXe¶fe IZY AÔ²fIYfSX ¸fZÔ, ³f¹ff CXþf»ff WX`,  

³¹ff¹f IYe ÀfÔdWX°ff ¸fZÔ, WXSX IYQ¸f WX` ´¹ffSXfl

k³fE Af´fSXfd²fIY ³¹ff¹f IYf IYf³fc³f, ¦fSXe¶fûÔ IYf SXÃfIY  

³¹ff¹f IYe °f»fUfSX ÀfZ, þbOÞXf WX` WXSX SXfÀ°ff

¦fSXe¶f IYe AfUfþ, ¶fPÞXf°ff WX` ¹fWX IYf³fc³f,  

³¹ff¹f IYe SXfWXûÔ ¸fZÔ, ¦fSXe¶fûÔ IYf WX` Àff±fe

QZVf ³fZ A¶f þf³ff WX`, ³fE IYf³fc³f IYf þ¸ff³ff WX`Ü

°fe³f ³fE IYf³fc³f IYe ³fBÊX ´fbIYfSX, Àf¶fIYû d¸f»fZ Àf¸ff³f ½¹fUWfXSÜ

A¶f ³f WXû¦ff dIYÀfe IZY Àff±f A°¹ff¨ffSX, A¶f WX`Ô ³fE IYf³fc³f AüSX ³fE dU¨ffSÜ

°fe³f ³fE IYf³fc³f, Af¸fþ³f IYû WXû ¸ff»fc¸fÜ

Af¹fZ WX`Ô ³fE IYf³fc³f, Àf¶fþ³f IYû WXû ¸ff»fc¸fÜ

³f¹ff ÀfUZSXf, ³f¹ff ÀfWXfSXf,  ·ffSX°fe¹f IYf³fc³f WX¸ffSXfÜ

QZSX ³fWXeÔ, AÔ²fZSX ³fWXeÔ, þfd»f¸f IYe A¶f J`SX ³fWXeÔÜ

dLX³ffÓf´fMXe IYe dVfIYfSX, ¸ffh-¶fWX³fZ ³f WXû »ff¨ffSXÜ

A¶f OXSX³fZ IYe IYûBÊ UþWX ³fWXeÔ, ¸fbþdSX¸f IZY Lb´f³fZ IYe þ¦fWX ³fWXeÔÜ

IYf³fc³f IZY WXûÔ¦fZ »f¸¶fZ WXf±f, d¸f»fZ¦ff dUÄff³f IYf Àff±fÜ

°ffSXeJ ³fWXeÔ A¶f ³¹ff¹f d¸f»fZ¦ff,  ´fedOÞX°f IYû Àf¸¸ff³f d¸f»fZ¦ffÜ

³fBÊ SXûVf³fe, ³f¹ff dU²ff³f, ³fU ÀU´³f, ³fU dUWXf³fÜ

þ¸fe³f IZY Óf¦fOÞXûÔ ¸fZÔ WXû¦fe A¶f ´fcSXe d³f¿´fÃf°ffÜ 

°f¹fVfbQf Àf¸f¹f ¸fZÔ A¶f ³¹ff¹f ´ffEÔ¦fZ A³³fQf°ffÜ

¶fQ»ff WX` ´fcSXf IYf³fc³fe ´fdSXúV¹f,  þWXfÔ RY»f°ff-RcY»f°ff WX` ³¹ff¹fÜ 

d³f¿´fÃf°ff AüSX ´ffQdVfÊ°ff IZY Àff±f d¸f»fe WX` dIYÀff³f IYû PXf»fÜ

³fE ¹fb¦f ¸fZÔ OXZMXf Af²ffdSX°f WX` WX¸ffSXf ³f¹ff IYf³fc³fÜ 

WXSX dQ³f WXû SXWXf WX` EIY ÀfbSXdÃf°f ³fE ·ffSX°f IYf d³f¸ffÊ¯fÜ

IYûBÊ ´fbSXf³fe þÔþeSX ³fWXeÔ, À±ff³f IYe ¶ff²¹f°ff ³fWXeÔÜ

þ¶f WX` ´fcSXf OXZMXf, °fû °UdSX°f ³¹ff¹f d¸f»fZ¦ff ³fE ·ffSX°f ¸fZÔ

 ¹fZ dQ»f ¸ffÔ¦fZ ¸fûSX, dOXdþMX»f ·ffSX°f IYe ²fOÞXIY³f WX` ³f¹ff IYf³fc³fÜ 

WXSX IYûBÊ ¨ffWXZ EIY WXe Àfü¦ff°f, A´fSXf²f ¸fböY WXû ³f¹ff ·ffSX°fÜ
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Objectives
1. �Constitutional Justice: Aligning with the vision of the 

Indian Constitution.
2. �Justice-Centric System: Shift from being  punishment-

centric to justice-centric.
3. �Shedding Colonial Mindset: By fulfilling the ‘Panch Pran’ 

pledge.
4. �Victim-Centric Justice: Prioritising the rights and needs 

of victims.
5. �Accessible Justice: Ensuring affordability, accessibility, 

and simplicity.
6. �Transparency and Accountability: Making procedures 

consistent and transparent.

Aim
t�Fair and Time-Bound Investigation: Ensuring evidence-

based speedy trials.
t�Court and Prison Burden Reduction: Streamlining the 

legal process.
t�Increased Conviction Rate: Enhancing the effectiveness 

of justice delivery.
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»fÃ¹f
1. ÀfÔU`²ffd³fIY ³¹ff¹f: ·ffSX°fe¹f ÀfÔdU²ff³f IYe údá IZY A³fbøY´fÜ

2. ³¹ff¹f-IZYÔdQi°f ´fi¯ff»fe: QÔOX-IZYÔdQi°f ÀfZ ³¹ff¹f-IZYÔdQi°f IYe AûSX ¶fPÞX³ffÜ

3. ¦fb»ff¸fe IYe ¸ff³fdÀfIY°ff IYû Àf¸ff~ IYSX³ff: k´fÔ¨f ´fi¯fl IYf ÀfÔIY»´f ´fcSXf IYSX³ffÜ

4. ´fedOÞX°f-IZYÔdQi°f ³¹ff¹f: ´fedOÞX°fûÔ IZY Ad²fIYfSXûÔ AüSX þøYSX°fûÔ IYû ´fif±fd¸fIY°ff QZ³ffÜ

5. Àfb»f·f ³¹ff¹f: Àff¸f±¹fÊ, ´fWXbÔ¨f AüSX ÀfSX»f°ff Àfbd³fd›°f IYSX³ffÜ

6. ´ffSXQdVfÊ°ff AüSX þUf¶fQZWXe: ´fidIiY¹ffAûÔ IYû ÀfbÀfÔ¦f°f AüSX ´ffSXQVfeÊ ¶f³ff³ffÜ

CXïZV¹f
  ¿d³f¿´fÃf AüSX Àf¸f¹f¶fð þfÔ¨f: ÀffÃ¹f-Af²ffdSX°f °UdSX°f MÑf¹f»f Àfbd³fd›°f IYSX³ffÜ

  ¿³¹ff¹ff»f¹f AüSX þZ»f IZY ¶fûÓf ¸fZÔ IY¸fe: IYf³fc³fe ´fidIiY¹ff IYû Àfb½¹fUdÀ±f°f IYSX³ffÜ

  ¿ Qû¿fdÀfdð QSX ¸fZÔ UÈdð: ³¹ff¹f dU°fSX¯f IYe ´fi·ffUVfe»f°ff ¸fZÔ UÈdðÜ
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Consultative Process
t�Initiated in 2019: Comprehensive review of criminal laws.
t�Stakeholder Involvement: Consultations with Governors, 

CMs, Judges, MPs, IPS officers, and more.
t�Committee Formation: Chaired by Vice-Chancellor, 

National Law University, Delhi.
t�Suggestions Received: 3,200 from various stakeholders.
t�Hon’ble Home Minister’s Efforts: Over 150 meetings held 

to deliberate on the suggestions.
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´fSXf¸fVffÊ°¸fIY ´fidIiY¹ff
  ¿2019 ¸fZÔ VfbøYAf°f: Af´fSXfd²fIY IYf³fc³fûÔ IYe ½¹ff´fIY Àf¸feÃffÜ

  ¿�dWX°f²ffSXIYûÔ IYe ·ff¦feQfSXe: SXfª¹f´ff»fûÔ, ¸fb£¹f¸fÔdÂf¹fûÔ, ³¹ff¹ff²feVfûÔ, ÀffÔÀfQûÔ, AfBÊ´feEÀf 

Ad²fIYfdSX¹fûÔ AüSX A³¹f IZY Àff±f ´fSXf¸fVfÊÜ

  ¿Àfd¸fd°f IYf ¦fNX³f: A²¹fÃf°ff-IbY»f´fd°f, SXf¿MÑXe¹f dUd²f dUV½fdUôf»f¹f dQ»»fe Ü

  ¿ÀfbÓffU : dUd·f³³f dWX°f²ffSXIYûÔ ÀfZ 3200 ÀfbÓffU ´fif~ WXbEÜ

  ¿�̧ff³f³fe¹f ¦fÈWX ¸fÔÂfe IZY ´fi¹ffÀf: ´fif~ ÀfbÓffUûÔ ´fSX dU¨ffSX-dU¸fVfÊ IZY d»fE 150 ÀfZ Ad²fIY ¶f`NXIZYÔ 

Af¹fûdþ°f IYe ¦fBÊÔÜ
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Key Focus Areas

1. Swift Justice Delivery:
t�Streamlined process for expeditious resolution.
t�Adherence to strict timelines at every stage.
2. Tech-Driven Legal Landscape:
t�Utilising technology for electronic communication and 

proceedings.
t�Online access to justice, transcending geographical 

boundaries.
3. Updated Legal Definitions:
t�Revised definitions aligning with contemporary legal needs.
t�Clarity and precision in legal language.
4. Empowered Law Enforcement:
t�Appointment of police officers as Special Executive 

Magistrates.
t�Strengthening the role of law enforcement in justice 

delivery.
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¸fb£¹f RYûIYÀf ÃfZÂf:

1. °UdSX°f ³¹ff¹f dU°fSX¯f:

  ¿Vfe§fi Àf¸ff²ff³f IZY d»fE Àfb½¹fUdÀ±f°f ´fidIiY¹ffEÔÜ

  ¿WXSX ¨fSX¯f ´fSX Àf£°f Àf¸f¹fÀfe¸ff IYf ´ff»f³fÜ

2. °fIY³feIY-ÀfÔ¨ffd»f°f IYf³fc³fe ´fdSXúV¹f:

  ¿B»fZ¢MÑfgd³fIY ÀfÔ¨ffSX AüSX IYf¹fÊUfWXe IZY d»fE ´fiüôûd¦fIYe IYf CX´f¹fû¦f IYSX³ffÜ

  ¿ ·fü¦fûd»fIY Àfe¸ffAûÔ ÀfZ ´fSXZ, ³¹ff¹f °fIY Afg³f»ffB³f ´fWXbÔ¨fÜ

3. Aô°f³f IYf³fc³fe ´fdSX·ff¿ffEh:

  ¿Àf¸fÀff¸fd¹fIY IYf³fc³fe AfUV¹fIY°ffAûÔ IZY A³fbøY´f ÀfÔVfûd²f°f ´fdSX·ff¿ffEhÜ

  ¿ IYf³fc³fe ·ff¿ff ¸fZÔ À´fá°ff AüSX ÀfMXeIY°ffÜ

4. ÀfVföY IYf³fc³f ´fiU°fÊ³f:

  ¿dUVfZ¿f IYf¹fÊIYfSXe ¸fdþÀMÑZMX IZY øY´f ¸fZÔ ´fbd»fÀf Ad²fIYfdSX¹fûÔ IYe d³f¹fbdöYÜ

  ¿ ³¹ff¹f dU°fSX¯f ¸fZÔ IYf³fc³f ´fiU°fÊ³f IYe ·fcd¸fIYf IYû ¸fþ¶fc°f IYSX³ffÜ
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5. Localised Prosecution:
t�Establishment of District Directorate of Prosecution.
t�Strengthening localised prosecution for effective legal 

proceedings.
6. Community Service:
t�Courts empowered to impose fines, community service, or 

both.
t�Reformative and Restorative approach.
7. Transparency & Accountability:
t�Victims/informants informed about the investigation 

within 90 days.
t�Fostering transparency and victim participation in the legal 

process.
8. Trial in Absentia:
t�Initiation of trial in absentia against proclaimed offenders 

within 90 days.
t�Expedited legal processes for effective justice.
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5. À±ff³fe¹fIÈY°f Ad·f¹fûþ³f :

  ¿dþ»ff Ad·f¹fûþ³f d³fQZVff»f¹f IYe À±ff´f³ffÜ

  ¿´fi·ffUe IYf³fc³fe IYf¹fÊUfWXe IZY d»fE À±ff³fe¹f Ad·f¹fûþ³f IYû ¸fþ¶fc°f IYSX³ffÜ

6. Àff¸fbQfd¹fIY ÀfZUf:

  ¿AQf»f°fûÔ IYû þb¸ff³ffÊ, Àff¸fbQfd¹fIY ÀfZUf ¹ff Qû³fûÔ »f¦ff³fZ IYf Ad²fIYfSX WX`Ü

  ¿Àfb²ffSXf°¸fIY AüSX ´fb³fÀ±ffÊ´f³ff°¸fIY údáIYû¯fÜ

7. ´ffSXQdVfÊ°ff EUÔ þUf¶fQZWXe:

  ¿´fedOÞX°fûÔ/Àfc¨f³ffIY°ffAûÊÔ IYû 90 dQ³fûÔ IZY ·fe°fSX þfÔ¨f IYe þf³fIYfSXe QZ³ffÜ

  ¿IYf³fc³fe ´fidIiY¹ffAûÔ ¸fZÔ ´ffSXQdVfÊ°ff AüSX ´fedOÞX°f IYe ·ff¦feQfSXe IYû ¶fPÞXfUf QZ³ffÜ

8. A³fb´fdÀ±fd°f ¸fZÔ ´fSXeÃf¯f:

¿90 dQ³fûÔ IZY ·fe°fSX §fûd¿f°f A´fSXfd²f¹fûÔ IZY dJ»ffRY CX³fIYe A³fb´fdÀ±fd°f ̧ fZÔ ̧ fbIYQ¸ff VfbøY IYSX³ffÜ

¿ ´fi·ffUe ³¹ff¹f IZY d»fE °UdSX°f IYf³fc³fe ´fidIiY¹ffEÔÜ
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	 In the spirit of justice reform, the Bharatiya Nyaya 
Sanhita, Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, and Bharatiya 
Sakshya Adhiniyam introduce groundbreaking provisions with 
international implications.

1. Handling Global Offences :
t�New provisions for cases with international dimensions.
t�Enhanced framework for cooperation in transnational crimes.

2. Attachment of Properties Abroad :
t�Declaration of proclaimed offenders and attachment of 

properties abroad.
t�Expanded scope, covering 120 offences, including rape.

3. International Collaboration :
t�Encourages collaboration with international agencies for 

investigations.
tStreamlining extradition process for efficient global cooperation.
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³¹ff¹f Àfb²ffSX IYe ·ffU³ff ¸fZÔ, ·ffSX°fe¹f ³¹ff¹f ÀfÔdWX°ff, ·ffSX°fe¹f ³ff¦fdSXIY ÀfbSXÃff ÀfÔdWX°ff 

AüSX ·ffSX°fe¹f ÀffÃ¹f Ad²fd³f¹f¸f AÔ°fSXSXf¿MÑXe¹f d³fdWX°ff±fûÊÔ IZY Àff±f A·fc°f´fcUÊ ´fifU²ff³f ´fZVf 

IYSX°fZ WX`ÔÜ

1. U`dV½fIY A´fSXf²fûÔ ÀfZ d³f´fMX³ff:

   ¿AÔ°fSXSXf¿MÑXe¹f Af¹ff¸f Uf»fZ ¸ff¸f»fûÔ IZY d»fE ³fE ´fifU²ff³fÜ

   ¿AÔ°fSXSXf¿MÑXe¹f A´fSXf²fûÔ ¸fZÔ ÀfWX¹fû¦f IZY d»fE CX³³f°f øY´fSXZJfÜ

2. dUQZVf ¸fZÔ ÀfÔ´fdØf IYe IbYIYeÊ:

   ¿§fûd¿f°f A´fSXfd²f¹fûÔ IYe §fû¿f¯ff AüSX dUQZVf ¸fZÔ ÀfÔ´fdØf IYe IbYIYeÊÜ

   ¿¶f»ff°IYfSX Àf¸fZ°f 120 A´fSXf²fûÔ IYû Vffd¸f»f IYSX°fZ WXbE Qf¹fSXf ¶fPÞXf¹ff ¦f¹ffÜ

3. AÔ°fSXfÊ¿MÑXe¹f ÀfWX¹fû¦f :

   ¿þfÔ¨f IZY d»fE AÔ°fSXSXf¿MÑXe¹f EþZÔdÀf¹fûÔ IZY Àff±f ÀfWX¹fû¦f IYû ´fiû°ÀffdWX°f IYSX°ff WX`Ü

   ¿IbYVf»f U`dV½fIY ÀfWX¹fû¦f IZY d»fE ´fi°¹f´fÊ¯f ´fidIiY¹ffAûÔ IYû Àfb½¹fUdÀ±f°f IYSX³ffÜ
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4. Organised Crimes Across Borders:
t�Introduction of a new section on organised crimes.
t�Defines and penalises secession, armed rebellion, and activities 

threatening sovereignty.

5. Extra-Territorial Jurisdiction:
t�Clarification on the admissibility of electronic records from 

foreign jurisdictions.
t�Recognition of electronic records as evidence with proper 

custodial procedures.

6. Extradition and Mutual Legal Assistance :
t�Streamlined process for extradition and mutual legal assistance.
t� Ensures effective cooperation in legal matters beyond national 

borders.
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4. Àfe¸ffAûÔ IZY ´ffSX ÀfÔ¦fdNX°f A´fSXf²f:

   ¿ÀfÔ¦fdNX°f A´fSXf²f ´fSX EIY ³fBÊ ²ffSXf IYf ´fdSX¨f¹fÜ

   ¿�A»f¦ffU, ÀfVfÀÂf dUQiûWX AüSX ÀfÔ´fi·fb°ff IYû J°fSXZ ¸fZÔ OXf»f³fZ Uf»fe ¦fd°fdUd²f¹fûÔ IYû ´fdSX·ffd¿f°f 

AüSX QÔdOX°f IYSX°ff WX`Ü

 5. Ad°fdSXöY-ÃfZÂfe¹f ÃfZÂffd²fIYfSX:

    ¿dUQZVfe ÃfZÂffd²fIYfSX ÀfZ B»fZ¢MÑfgd³fIY dSXIYfgOXÊ IYe ÀUeIYf¹fÊ°ff ´fSX À´fáeIYSX¯fÜ

   ¿CXd¨f°f ´fidIiY¹ffAûÔ IZY Àff±f ÀffÃ¹f IZY øY´f ¸fZÔ B»fZ¢MÑfgd³fIY dSXIYfgOXÊ IYe ¸ff³¹f°ffÜ

6. ´fi°¹f´fÊ¯f AüSX ´ffSXÀ´fdSXIY IYf³fc³fe ÀfWXf¹f°ff:

   ¿ ´fi°¹f´fÊ¯f AüSX ´ffSXÀ´fdSXIY IYf³fc³fe ÀfWXf¹f°ff IZY d»fE Àfb½¹fUdÀ±f°f ´fidIiY¹ffEÔÜ

   ¿SXf¿MÑXe¹f Àfe¸ffAûÔ ÀfZ ´fSXZ IYf³fc³fe ¸ff¸f»fûÔ ¸fZÔ ´fi·ffUe ÀfWX¹fû¦f Àfbd³fd›°f IYSX°ff WX`Ü
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Victim-Centric Approach
Empowering Victims, Ensuring Justice

Victim-Centric Features: A Holistic Approach

1. Right to Participation
Victims now have the right to express 
their views, reinforcing their role as 
stakeholders in criminal cases. The 
institutionalisation of Zero FIRs and 
the introduction of e-FIRs enhance 
accessibility, allowing victims to file 
reports anywhere irrespective of the 
crime location. For instance, Zero FIR 
is a provision under Bharatiya Nagarik 
Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS) 2023 that 
allows a person to register a First 
Information Report in any police station 
where information about a cognisable 
offence is provided, irrespective of the 
area where the offence is committed. 
It allows people to file an FIR online, 
without having to visit a police station in 
person. The e-FIR system is designed to 
be efficient as it eliminates the need for 
people to travel to a police station and 
wait in long queues to file a complaint. 
The system also allows people to track 
the status of their complaints online.

A Paradigm Shift towards Victim Empowerment
The new laws aim to enhance the efficiency, fairness, and accountability 
of the justice system. It recognises the victim as a stakeholder in 
the criminal trial, providing participatory rights and expanded right to 
information for the victim. The law has been reformed to place victims at 
the centre of the criminal justice system, offering unprecedented rights 
and opportunities.

 2. Right to Information 
Section 360 of the Bharatiya Nagarik 
Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS) 2023 aims to 
fill the historical void in Section 321 of 
the CrPC by ensuring the inclusion of 
victims’ voices before permitting case 
withdrawal. It grants victims the authority 
to obtain a free copy of the FIR. The law 
also provides obligatory measures to keep 
victims informed about the progress of 
investigations within 90 days.

3. Transparency
The Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha 
Sanhita (BNSS) 2023 emphasises victim 
information rights by ensuring the supply 
of police reports, FIRs, and witness 
statements. It also gives provisions 
dedicated to providing victims with 
crucial information at various stages of 
investigation and trial.
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´fedOÞX°f IZYÔdQi°f údáIYû¯f
k´fedOÞX°fûÔ IYû ÀfVföY IYSX, ³¹ff¹f Àfbd³fd›°f IYSX³ff!l

´fedOÞX°f-IZYÔdQi°f IYe dUVfZ¿f°ffEÔ : EIY Àf¸f¦fi údáIYû¯f

1. ·ff¦feQfSXe IYf Ad²fIYfSX:
´fedOÞX°fûÔ IYû A¶f A´f³fZ dU¨ffSX ½¹föY IYSX³fZ IYf Ad²fIYfSX 
WX`, dþÀfÀfZ Af´fSXfd²fIY ¸ff¸f»fûÔ ¸fZÔ dWX°f²ffSXIYûÔ IZY øY´f ¸fZÔ 
CX³fIYe ·fcd¸fIYf ¸fþ¶fc°f WXû°fe WX`Ü Vfc³¹f ERYAfBÊAfSX IZY 
ÀfÔÀ±ff¦f°fIYSX¯f AüSX BÊ-ERYAfBÊAfSX IYe VfbøYAf°f ÀfZ 
´fWXbÔ¨f ¸fZÔ UÈdð WXbBÊ WX`, dþÀfÀfZ ´fedOÞX°fûÔ IYû A´fSXf²f À±ff³f 
IYe ´fSXUfWX dIYE d¶f³ff IYWXeÔ ·fe dSX´fûMXÊ QþÊ IYSX³fZ IYe 
A³fb¸fd°f d¸f»f°fe WX`Ü CXQfWXSX¯f IZY d»fE, þeSXû ERYAfBÊAfSX 
·ffSX°fe¹f ³¹ff¹f ÀfÔdWX°ff IZY °fWX°f EIY ´fifU²ff³f WX` þû dIYÀfe 
½¹fdöY IYû dIYÀfe ·fe ´fbd»fÀf ÀMXZVf³f ¸fZÔ ´fi±f¸f Àfc¨f³ff 
dSX´fûMXÊ (ERYAfBÊAfSX) QþÊ IYSX³fZ IYe A³fb¸fd°f QZ°ff WX`, þWXfÔ 
ÀfÔÄfZ¹f A´fSXf²f IZY ¶ffSXZ ¸fZÔ þf³fIYfSXe ´fiQf³f IYe þf°fe WX`, 
·f»fZ WXe A´fSXf²f dIYÀfe ·fe ÃfZÂf ¸fZÔ WXbAf WXûÜ  BÊ-ERYAfBÊAfSX 
»fû¦fûÔ IYû ½¹fdöY¦f°f øY´f ÀfZ ´fbd»fÀf ÀMXZVf³f þfE d¶f³ff, 
Afg³f»ffB³f ERYAfBÊAfSX QþÊ IYSX³fZ IYe A³fb¸fd°f QZ°fe 
WX`Ü BÊ-ERYAfBÊAfSX ´fi¯ff»fe IYû Ad²fIY IbYVf»f AüSX 
ÀfbdU²ffþ³fIY ¶f³ff³fZ IZY d»fE dOXþfB³f dIY¹ff ¦f¹ff WX`, 
¢¹fûÔdIY ¹fWX »fû¦fûÔ IYû dVfIYf¹f°f QþÊ IYSX³fZ IZY d»fE ´fbd»fÀf 
ÀMXZVf³f þf³fZ AüSX »fÔ¶fe IY°ffSXûÔ ¸fZÔ BÔ°fþfSX IYSX³fZ IYe 
AfUV¹fIY°ff IYû Àf¸ff~ IYSX°ff WX`Ü ¹fWX ´fi¯ff»fe »fû¦fûÔ IYû 
A´f³fe dVfIYf¹f°fûÔ IYe dÀ±fd°f IYû Afg³f»ffB³f MÑ`IY IYSX³fZ 
IYe ·fe A³fb¸fd°f QZ°fe WX`Ü

´fedOÞX°f ÀfVfdöYIYSX¯f IYe dQVff ¸fZÔ EIY AfQVfÊ ¶fQ»ffU
³fE IYf³fc³f IYf CXïZV¹f ³¹ff¹f ´fi¯ff»fe IYe QÃf°ff, d³f¿´fÃf°ff AüSX þUf¶fQZWXe IYû ¶fPÞXf³ff 
WX`Ü ¹fWX ´fedOÞX°f IYû Af´fSXfd²fIY ¸fbIYQ¸fZ ¸fZÔ EIY dWX°f²ffSXIY IZY øY´f ¸fZÔ ¸ff³¹f°ff QZ°ff WX`, 
·ff¦feQfSXe Ad²fIYfSX ´fiQf³f IYSX°ff WX` AüSX ´fedOÞX°f IZY d»fE Àfc¨f³ff IYf dUÀ°ffdSX°f Ad²fIYfSX 
´fiQf³f IYSX°ff WX`Ü ´fedOÞX°fûÔ IYû A·fc°f´fcUÊ Ad²fIYfSX AüSX AUÀfSX ´fiQf³f IYSX°fZ WXbE, ´fedOÞX°fûÔ 
IYû Af´fSXfd²fIY ³¹ff¹f ´fi¯ff»fe IZY IZYÔQi ¸fZÔ SXJ³fZ IZY d»fE IYf³fc³f ¸fZÔ Àfb²ffSX dIY¹ff ¦f¹ff WX`Ü

2. Àfc¨f³ff IYf Ad²fIYfSX:
·ffSX°fe¹f ³ff¦fdSXIY ÀfbSXÃff ÀfÔdWX°ff IYe ²ffSXf 360 IYf CXïZV¹f IZYÀf 
Uf´fÀfe IYe A³fb¸fd°f QZ³fZ ÀfZ ´fWX»fZ ´fedOÞX°fûÔ IYe AfUfþ IYû Vffd¸f»f 
IYSX³ff Àfbd³fd›°f IYSXIZY ÀfeAfSX´feÀfe IYe ²ffSXf 321 ¸fZÔ EZd°fWXfdÀfIY 
IY¸fe IYû ·fSX³ff WX`Ü ¹fWX ´fedOÞX°fûÔ IYû ERYAfBÊAfSX IYe ¸ff³ff±fÊ ´fid°f 
´fif~ IYSX³fZ IYf Ad²fIYfSX QZ°ff WX`Ü IYf³fc³f ´fedOÞX°fûÔ IYû 90 dQ³fûÔ IZY 
·fe°fSX þfÔ¨f IYe ´fi¦fd°f IZY ¶ffSXZ ¸fZÔ Àfcd¨f°f SXJ³fZ IZY d»fE Ad³fUf¹fÊ 
CX´ff¹f ·fe ´fiQf³f IYSX°ff WX`Ü
 

3. ´fedOÞX°fûÔ IZY d»fE ´ffSXQdVfÊ°ff AüSX Àfc¨f³ff 
Ad²fIYfSX
·ffSX°fe¹f ³ff¦fdSXIY ÀfbSXÃff ÀfÔdWX°ff ´fbd»fÀf dSX´fûMXÊ, ERYAfBÊAfSX AüSX 
¦fUfWXûÔ IZY ¶f¹ff³fûÔ IYe Af´fcd°fÊ Àfbd³fd›°f IYSXIZY ´fedOÞX°f IZY Àfc¨f³ff 
Ad²fIYfSXûÔ ´fSX þûSX QZ°ff WX`Ü ¹fWX ´fedOÞX°fûÔ IYû þfÔ¨f AüSX ´fSXeÃf¯f 
IZY dUd·f³³f ¨fSX¯fûÔ ¸fZÔ ¸fWX°U´fc¯fÊ þf³fIYfSXe ´fiQf³f IYSX³fZ IZY d»fE 
Àf¸fd´fÊ°f ´fifU²ff³f ·fe QZ°ff WX`Ü
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